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If she is to fulfil the mighty task which God has laid #pon her,
and to interpret rightly the wondrous story of her Indian empire,
she must bend her untiring energies and her iron will to raise in
the scale of nations the people entrusted to her care, and to
impart to them gradually more and more the richest gifts which
she herself enjoys, and to rule them not for her own aggrandize-
ment, nor yet for the mere profit of her own people, but with a
constant and unwearied endeavouring to promote their highest
good. She is bound to labour, she must labour for their material
advantage, but not for that alone; she must devote herself yet
more to their intellectual development, to their political training
and to their moral elevation.
Is there any wonder that the statesman who not only preached,
but unceasingly endeavoured to translate into practice such lofty
ideals drew to himself the reverential regard and unquestioning
loyalty of the millions whom he governed, and was honoured on
departure with demonstrations of popular feeling such as even kings
might envy? The demonstrations were so unparalleled and unique,
that soon after, there appeared in the columns of the Pioneer a
remarkable article headed "If it be true, what does it mean?" This
contribution has since been attributed to the pen of a distinguished
civilian, the late Sir Auckland Colvin, who succeeded Sir Evelyn
Baring as Finance Member. His diagnosis of the situation is full of
instruction and interest.
India needs more men of the sympathy and insight of Lord Ripon.
It was fully a generation before another like him appeared on the
scene.* But if the pursuit of a soulless efficiency is no longer to be
the keynote of British policy, we shall constantly and increasingly
need statesmen animated by the ideals which will keep the memory
of Lord Ripon for ever enshrined in the minds of a grateful people.
ir
It was in the fitness of things that the foundation stone of the new
municipal offices, to which reference has been made, should have
* Lord Hardinge, of Penshurst.